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230 THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

the outgrowth of expression which is natural and necessary to the child. Training in 
it should be directed to giving effective self-command and power of organization of 
mental material. At the close of the grammar grade the child's accumulation of 
grammatical facts and rules may be reviewed by a brief study of formal grammar. 

For the four years of the high school a systematic course of reading and study is 
suggested, upon which our only criticism is that there will not be time for it in most 
schools. When we find that Mr. Chubb expects that the reading of short stories by 
a large number of authors of no great importance should leave a "helpful residuum of 
rules, outlines, graphic diagrams, summaries, and reports, and, in connection with the 
composition work, compositions, reductions, imitations," etc. (p. 279), we feel that the 
zeal of the enthusiast has for once got the better of the practical teacher. In his dis- 
cussion of the teaching of composition in high schools, however, Mr. Chubb is 
eminently satisfactory in outlining the development of the work and in suggesting 
class methods. 

One point Mr. Chubb treats with bold emphasis — the general inadequacy of 
teachers of English. " Culture in the form of aesthetic insight is the last require- 
ment we have made of our teachers," he says ; and again : " We assert that the 
teacher who knows what the specific and proper office of literature is, as distinguished 
from that of science, is a rare and precious exception ; and rarer still is one who 
can distinguish a first-class poem or short story from a second- or third-rate one " 
(P- 373)- On the technical inefficiency of teachers of composition he is no less severe. 
" The standard today .... is rather higher doubtless than it was a few years ago, 
.... but it is still ridiculously low. We still have at times bad grammar and idiom ; 
while, as for any stylistic quality, revealing literary or artistic feeling, how rare it is ! '' 
(p- 374)- I n writing his book, however, Mr. Chubb has himself done much to improve 
the quality of English teaching. No teacher can read the author's exposition of his 
ideals and methods without gaining inspiration and practical assistance. 

R. M. Lovett. 
The University of Chicago. 



A Study of Prose Fiction. By Bliss Perry, Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., 1902. Pp. viii + 406. 

One feels bound to envy " the Princeton men who used to listen amiably to 
these discourses," and to whom Mr. Perry has dedicated his book. It is seldom that 
such teaching as this is to be found, the matter systematic and scholarly, the manner 
unpretentious and delightful. Here is an approach to that pedagogical millennium 
in which our scholars will clothe their erudition with beauty, and our belletrists will 
know their facts. 

The aim of the book is practical : to lead the student by a consideration of the 
kinds and methods of prose fiction to a better appreciation and a surer judgment. 
After a preliminary chapter on the value of such a study, the limits and characteristics 
of the genre under discussion are defined by comparison with poetry, the drama, and 
science. Next a chapter is devoted to each of the constituent elements of a work of 
fiction — the characters, the plot, and the setting; the methods of presenting each 
and their interrelations. A chapter on " The Fiction-Writer " deals with the expression 
of the novelist's personality and philosophy of life, and in this connection the difficult 
but fascinating problems of art and morals, and of specific purpose in fiction, are 
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handled with robustness and tolerance. On the well-worn themes of realism and 
romanticism Mr. Perry succeeds not only in giving a clear exposition of the main 
lines of previous debate, but, especially in the case of the former, in making a distinct 
contribution to criticism. The question of form brings up also the question of the 
value of training to the novelist, and the main discussion closes with essays on "The 
Short Story " and " Present Tendencies of American Fiction." An appendix con- 
tains bibliographies, lists of topics for study, questions on selected masterpieces, and 
problems for original work in construction and analysis. 

From this outline it will be apparent how skilfully the author has combined the 
stimulus of an aesthetic discussion with the practical devices of a text-book. By the 
nature of his task he has been compelled to restate and reargue much that is familiar, 
but which the teacher dare not take tor granted, and at the same time he has been 
constantly led to treat the standing problems of the theory of art. One misses an 
explicit discussion of the general purpose which all good fiction aims to serve. 
Again and again the argument leads up to it, and those familiar with the problems 
involved will be able to infer Mr. Perry's view. But to the present writer it seems 
that an early chapter laying down clearly the relation of fiction to life would give the 
student for whom the book is primarily intended a firmer footing in the subsequent 
discussions, and would supply a criterion that is elsewhere but vaguely indicated. 
Yet, as a whole, the volume is surprisingly adequate, clear in exposition, and in 
judgment admirably sane. 

William Allan Neilson. 

Harvard University. 

SOME RECENT TEXTS ON PHYSICS. 

Elements of Physics. By Fernando Sanford. New York : Henry Holt & 

Co., 1902. Pp.426, i2mo. 
Physics: A Text-Book for Secondary Schools. By Frederick Slate. New 

York: Macmillan, 1902. Pp. 414, i2mo. 
Laboratory Exercises in Physics. By George R. Twiss. New York : Mac- 
millan, 1902. Pp. 193, i2mo. 
Elements of Physics. By Amos T. Fisher and Melvin J. Patterson. Bos- 
ton : Heath, 1902. Pp. 180, i2mo. 
Introduction to Physical Science. By Alfred P. Gage. Revised edition. 
Boston: Ginn, 1902. Pp.359, i2mo. 

A COMPARISON of the texts enumerated above furnishes material for considerable 
thought and leads to a recognition that the methods of teaching physics are in a state 
of rapid change. The first two of the works mentioned are written from a new stand- 
point — one which is in marked and interesting contrast to that taken by the writers of 
physics texts in the past. It is interesting to note that the first publications in which 
a decided change in the conceptions of the place of physics in the schools and its value 
as a subject of study are manifested should come from the far West ; for Mr. Sanford 
is professor of physics at Leland Stanford Junior University, and Mr. Slate is located 
at the University of California. 

The new point of view can perhaps be best stated in the words of Mr. Sanford ; 
for we read in his preface : " The new method of acquiring knowledge, which may be 



